Daily Readings

First reading
1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a

David is anointed king of Israel.
In those days: The LORD said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil, and go. | will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.’
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the LORD’s anointed is
before him.” But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because | have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man
sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” And
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse,
‘The LORD has not chosen these.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons
here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he
comes here.” And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful
eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, ‘Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” Then
Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the

Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 23(22):1-3a. 3b-4.5. 6. R1

The LorD is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

The LorD is my shepherd,;

there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me;
he revives my soul.

The LorD is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

He guides me along the right path,

for the sake of his name.

Though | should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would | fear, for you are with me.

Your crook and your staff will give me comfort.

The LorD is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
You have prepared a table before me

in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;

my cup is overflowing.

The LorD is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.




Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life.
In the LORD’s own house shall | dwell
for length of days unending.

The LorD is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall want.

Second reading
Ephesians 5:8-14

‘Arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’

Brothers and Sisters: At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Walk as children of light, for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right
and true, and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the
things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes
visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, ‘Awake, O
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’

Gospel Acclamation
John 8:12

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.
| am the light of the world, says the Lord,;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.

Gospel
John 9:1-41

‘He went and washed and received his sight.’

At that time: As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples
asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’
Jesus answered, ‘It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works
of God might be displayed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while
it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long as | am in the world, I am
the light of the world.” Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made
mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him,
‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). So he went and washed and
came back seeing.

The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, ‘Is
this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘It is he.” Others said, ‘No, but
he is like him.” He kept saying, ‘I am the man.” So they said to him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud and anointed
my eyes and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” So | went and washed and
received my sight.” They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘1 do not know.’

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was
a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees
again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, ‘He put mud on



my eyes, and | washed, and | see.” Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not
from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, ‘How can a man who
is a sinner do such signs?’ And there was a division among them. So they said again
to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?’ He
said, ‘He is a prophet.’

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ His parents
answered, ‘We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But how he now
sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age.
He will speak for himself.” His parents said these things because they feared the
Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of
age; ask him.’

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him,
‘Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, ‘Whether he is
a sinner | do not know. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.’
They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes? He
answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ And they reviled him,
saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The
man answered, ‘Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but
if anyone is a worshipper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since
the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind.
If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were
born in utter sin, and would you teach us?’ And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, ‘Do you
believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir, that | may believe in
him?’ Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He
said, ‘Lord, | believe’, and he worshipped him. Jesus said, ‘For judgement | came
into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become
blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, ‘Are we
also blind?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now
that you say, “We see”, your guilt remains.’

Copyright © 1996-2025 Universalis Publishing Limited: see www.universalis.com. Scripture readings
from the Jerusalem Bible are published and copyright © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Hodder & Stoughton
and Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. Text of
the Psalms: Copyright © 1963, The Grail (England). Used with permission of A.P. Watt Ltd. All rights
reserved. The English translation of the Psalm Responses from “Lectionary for Mass” © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation (ICEL). Excerpts from the
English translation of “The Roman Missal” © 2010, ICEL. All rights reserved.



Daily Readings

Monday 4" week in Lent
16 March 2026

First reading
Isaiah 65:17-21

‘No more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress.’

Thus says the Lord:

‘Behold, | create new heavens

and a new earth,

and the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind.

But be glad and rejoice for ever

in that which | create;

for behold, | create Jerusalem to be a joy,

and her people to be a gladness.

| will rejoice in Jerusalem

and be glad in my people;

no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping
and the cry of distress.

No more shall there be in it

an infant who lives but a few days,

or an old man who does not fill out his days,

for the young man shall die a hundred years old,

and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.
They shall build houses and inhabit them;

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 30(29):2, 4. 5-6. 11, 12a,13b. R2a

| will extol you, LORD, for you have raised me up.
| will extol you, LORD, for you have raised me up,
and have not let my enemies rejoice over me.

O Lorb, you have lifted up my soul from Sheol,
restored me to life from those who sink into the pit.

| will extol you, LORD, for you have raised me up.
Sing psalms to the LORD, you faithful ones;

give thanks to his holy name.

His anger lasts a moment; his favour all through life.
At night come tears, but dawn brings joy.

| will extol you, LORD, for you have raised me up.
Hear, O LoRrD, and have mercy on me;

be my helper, O LORD.

You have changed my mourning into dancing.




O LorDp my God, | will thank you for ever.
| will extol you, LORD, for you have raised me up.

Gospel Acclamation
Cf. Amos 5:14

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.
Seek good, and not evil, that you may live;
and so the LorD will be with you.

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus.

Gospel
John 4:43-54

‘Go; your son will live.’

At that time: Jesus departed Samaria for Galilee. (For Jesus himself had testified
that a prophet has no honour in his own hometown.) So when he came to Galilee,
the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the
feast. For they too had gone to the feast.

So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at
Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. When this man heard that Jesus
had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and
heal his son, for he was at the point of death. So Jesus said to him, ‘Unless you see
signs and wonders you will not believe.” The official said to him, ‘Sir, come down
before my child dies.” Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your son will live.” The man believed
the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. As he was going down, his
servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. So he asked them the
hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, ‘Yesterday at the seventh
hour the fever left him.” The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to
him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household. This was
now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.
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Daily Readings

Tuesday 4" week in Lent — Saint Patrick, Bishop, Missionary
17 March 2026

First reading
Jeremiah 1:4-9

‘To all to whom | send you, you shall go.’

In the days of King Josiah: The word of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘Before |
formed you in the womb | knew you, and before you were born | consecrated
you; | appointed you a prophet to the nations.’

Then | said, ‘Ah, Lord Gob! Behold, | do not know how to speak, for | am
only a youth.’

But the LoRD said to me, ‘Do not say, “l am only a youth”; for to all to whom
| send you, you shall go, and whatever | command you, you shall speak. Do
not be afraid of them, for | am with you to deliver you, declares the LORD.’

Then the LoRrD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said
to me, ‘Behold, | have put my words in your mouth.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 117(116):1. 2. R Mark 16:15

Go into all the world and proclaim the good news.
O praise the LoORD, all you nations;

acclaim him, all you peoples!

Go into all the world and proclaim the good news.
For his mercy has prevailed over us;

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for ever.

Go into all the world and proclaim the good news.

Gospel Acclamation
Lk4:17

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!

The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives.

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!

Gospel
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

‘Your peace will rest upon him.’

At that time: The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead
of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to
go. And he said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.
Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into




his harvest. Go your way; behold, | am sending you out as lambs in the midst
of wolves. Carry no money bag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on
the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace be to this house!” And if
a son of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to
you. And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for
the labourer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. Whenever
you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. Heal the
sick in it and say to them, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.” But
whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and
say, “Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet we wipe off against you.
Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.” | tell you, it
will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.’

The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are
subject to us in your name!” And he said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning
from heaven. Behold, | have given you authority to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.
Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven.’
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