Daily Readings

Friday of the 2"Y week of Lent
6 March 2026

First reading
Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28

‘Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him.’

Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his
old age. And he made him a robe of many colours. But when his brothers saw that
their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak
peacefully to him.

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said
to Joseph, ‘Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, | will send
you to them.’

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan. They saw him from
afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to kill him. They
said to one another, ‘Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw
him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and
we will see what will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he rescued
him out of their hands, saying, ‘Let us not take his life.” And Reuben said to them,
‘Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand
on him’ — that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father. So
when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many
colours that he wore. And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty;
there was no water in it.

Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites
coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to
carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, ‘What profit is it if we kill our
brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not
our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened
to him. Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him
out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took
Joseph to Egypt.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 105(104):16-17. 18-19. 20-21. R5a

Remember the wonders the Lord has done.
God called down a famine on the land;

he broke their staff of bread.

He had sent a man ahead of them,

Joseph, sold as a slave.




Remember the wonders the Lord has done.

His feet were weighed down in chains,
his neck was bound with iron,

until what he said came to pass,

and the word of the Lord proved him true.

Remember the wonders the Lord has done.

Then the king sent orders and released him;
the ruler of the peoples set him free.

He made him master of his house

and ruler of all his possessions.

Remember the wonders the Lord has done.

Gospel Acclamation

John 3:16

Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father.
For God so loved the world,

that he gave his Only Begotten Son,

that whoever believes in him should have eternal life.
Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father.

Gospel
Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46

‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him.’

At that time: Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘Hear
another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a
fence round it and dug a wine press in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants,
and went into another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his
servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his servants and beat
one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than at
first. And they did the same to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They
will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,
“This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” And they took him
and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’

They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.’

Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the Scriptures: “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is
marvellous in our eyes”? Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people producing its fruits.’



When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he
was speaking about them. And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared
the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.
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Daily Readings

Saturday of the 2"* week of Lent
7 March 2026

First reading
Micah 7:14-15, 18-20

‘You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.’
Shepherd your people, LORD, with your staff, the flock of your inheritance, who dwell
alone in a forest in the midst of a garden land; let them graze in Bashan and Gilead
as in the days of old. As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, | will
show them marvellous things.

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the
remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger for ever, because he
delights in steadfast love. He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our
iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. You will
show faithfulness to Jacob and steadfast love to Abraham, as you have sworn to our
fathers from the days of old.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 103(102):1-2. 3-4. 9-10. 11-12. R8

The LORD is compassionate and gracious.

Bless the LorD, O my soul,
and all within me, his holy name.
Bless the LorD, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits.

The LORD is compassionate and gracious.

It is the Lord who forgives all your sins,

who heals every one of your ills,

who redeems your life from the grave,

who crowns you with mercy and compassion.

The LORD is compassionate and gracious.

He will not always find fault;

nor persist in his anger for ever.

He does not treat us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our faults.

The LORD is compassionate and gracious.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so strong his mercy for those who fear him.

As far as the east is from the west,

so far from us does he remove our transgressions.
The LORD is compassionate and gracious.




Gospel Acclamation Luke 15:18
Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father.

| will arise and go to my father, and | will say to him,

‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you'.

Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father.

Gospel
Luke 15:1-3,11-32

‘Your brother was dead, and is alive.’

At that time: The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear Jesus. And
the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats
with them.’

So he told them this parable: ‘There was a man who had two sons. And the
younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the share of property that is
coming to me.” And he divided his property between them. Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he
squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, a
severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and
hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one
gave him anything.

‘But when he came to himself, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants
have more than enough bread, but | perish here with hunger! | will arise and go to
my father, and | will say to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before
you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired
servants.””

‘And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And
the son said to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, “Bring
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his
feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to
celebrate.

‘Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house,
he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what
these things meant. And he said to him, “Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.” But he
was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he
answered his father, “Look, these many years | have served you, and | never
disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might
celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!” And he said to him,
“Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to celebrate
and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.”’
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