Daily Readings

Sunday 5" week in Lent
22 March 2026

First reading
Ezekiel 37:12-14

‘I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.’

Thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, | will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my
people. And | will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that | am the LoRrD, when |
open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will put my Spirit within
you, and you shall live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that | am
the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares the LORD.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 130(129):1-2. 3-4. 5-6b. 6¢-8. R7bc

With the LoRD there is mercy,
in him is plentiful redemption.

Out of the depths | cry to you, O LORD;
Lord, hear my voice!

O let your ears be attentive

to the sound of my pleadings.

With the LoRD there is mercy,
in him is plentiful redemption.

If you, O LoRrD, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

But with you is found forgiveness,
that you may be revered.

With the LorD there is mercy,
in him is plentiful redemption.

| long for you, O LORD,

my soul longs for his word.

My soul awaits the Lord

more than watchmen for daybreak.
With the LoORD there is mercy,

in him is plentiful redemption.

More than watchmen for daybreak,
let Israel hope for the LORD.

For with the LORD there is mercy,
in him is plentiful redemption.

It is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

With the LORD there is mercy,
in him is plentiful redemption.




Second reading
Romans 8:8-11

‘The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you.’
Brothers and Sisters: Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. You, however, are not in the
flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit
of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin,
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Gospel Acclamation
John 11:25a, 26

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.
| am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord.
Everyone who believes in me shall never die.

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.

Gospel
John 11:1-45

‘1 am the resurrection and the life.’

At that time: A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It
was Mary, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus
heard it he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of
God may be glorified through it.’

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill,
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let
us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone
you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? If
anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if
anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” After saying these things,
he said to them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | go to awaken him.” The disciples said
to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they
thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus has died, and
for your sake | am glad that | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” So
Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and
Mary to console them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now | know that whatever you ask from
God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, ‘I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, ‘Il am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone
who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; |
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.’

When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, ‘The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. Now Jesus
had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. When the



Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they
followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. Now when Mary came to
where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her
also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, ‘Where have
you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said, ‘See how he
loved him!” But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have
kept this man from dying?’

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.
Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, by this
time there will be a smell, for he has been dead four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did | not tell you that
if you believed you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up
his eyes and said, ‘Father, | thank you that you have heard me. | knew that you always hear me,
but | said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.’
When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out.” The man who
had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth.
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in
him
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Daily Readings

Monday 5" week in Lent
23 March 2026

First reading
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62

‘Now | am to die, yet | have done none of these things.’

In those days: There was a man living in Babylon whose name was Joakim. And he took a wife
named Susanna, daughter of Hilkiah, a very beautiful woman and one who feared the Lord. Her
parents were righteous and had taught their daughter according to the law of Moses. Joakim was
very rich and had a spacious garden adjoining his house; and the Jews used to come to him
because he was the most honoured of them all.

In that year two elders from the people were appointed as judges. Concerning them the Lord
had said: ‘Iniquity came forth from Babylon, from elders who were judges, who were supposed to
govern the people.” These men were frequently at Joakim’s house, and all who had lawsuits came
to them. When the people departed at noon, Susanna would go into her husband’s garden to walk.
The two elders used to see her every day, going in and walking about, and they began to desire
her. And they perverted their minds and turned away their eyes from looking to heaven or
remembering righteous judgements.

Once, while they were watching for an opportune day, she went in as before with only two
maids and wished to bathe in the garden, for it was very hot. And no one was there except the two
elders, who had hid themselves and were watching her. She said to her maids, ‘Bring me oil and
ointments and shut the garden doors so that | may bathe.” When the maids had gone out, the two
elders rose and ran to her and said: ‘Look, the garden doors are shut, no one sees us, and we lust
for you; so give your consent and be with us. If you refuse, we will testify against you that a young
man was with you, and this was why you sent your maids away from you.’

Susanna sighed deeply and said, 1 am hemmed in on every side. For if | do this thing, it is
death for me; and if | do not, | shall not escape your hands. | choose not to do it and to fall into
your hands, rather than to sin in the sight of the Lord.’

Then Susanna cried out with a loud voice, and the two elders shouted against her. And one of
them ran and opened the garden doors. When the household servants heard the shouting in the
garden, they rushed in at the side door to see what had happened to her. And when the elders told
their tale, the servants were greatly ashamed, for nothing like this had ever been said about
Susanna.

The next day, when the people gathered to her husband Joakim, the two elders came, full of
their wicked plot to have Susanna put to death. They said before the people, ‘Send for Susanna,
daughter of Hilkiah, who is the wife of Joakim.” So they sent for her. And she came, with her
parents, her children, and all her kindred.

But her family and friends and all who saw her wept. Then the two elders stood up in the midst
of the people and laid their hands upon her head. And she, weeping, looked up towards heaven,
for her heart trusted in the Lord. The elders said, ‘As we were walking in the garden alone, this
woman came in with two maids, shut the garden doors, and dismissed the maids. Then a young
man, who had been hidden, came to her and lay with her. We were in a corner of the garden, and
when we saw this wickedness we ran to them. We saw them embracing, but we could not hold the
man, for he was too strong for us, and he opened the doors and dashed out. So we seized this
woman and asked her who the young man was, but she would not tell us. These things we testify.’
The assembly believed them, because they were elders of the people and judges; and they
condemned her to death.

Then Susanna cried out with a loud voice and said, ‘O eternal God, who does discern what is
secret, who is aware of all things before they come to be, you know that these men have borne
false witness against me. And now | am to die! Yet | have done none of the things that they have
wickedly invented against me!’




The Lord heard her cry. And as she was being led away to be put to death, God aroused the
holy spirit of a young lad named Daniel; and he cried with a loud voice, ‘| am innocent of the blood
of this woman.’

All the people turned to him and said, ‘What is this that you have said?’ Taking his stand in the
midst of them, he said, ‘Are you such fools, you sons of Israel? Have you condemned a daughter
of Israel without examination and without learning the facts? Return to the place of judgement. For
these men have borne false witness against her.’

Then all the people returned in haste. And the elders said to him, ‘Come, sit among us and
inform us, for God has given you that right.” And Daniel said to them, ‘Separate them far from each
other, and | will examine them.’

When they were separated from each other, he summoned one of them and said to him, “You
old relic of wicked days, your sins have now come home, which you have committed in the past,
pronouncing unjust judgements, condemning the innocent, and letting the guilty go free, though
the Lord said, “Do not put to death an innocent and righteous person.” Now then, if you really saw
her, tell me this: Under what tree did you see them being intimate with each other?’ He answered,
‘Under a mastic tree.” And Daniel said, ‘Very well! You have lied against your own head, for the
angel of God has received the sentence from God and will immediately cut you in two.’

Then he put him aside and commanded them to bring the other. And he said to him, “You
offspring of Canaan and not of Judah, beauty has deceived you and lust has perverted your heart.
This is how you both have been dealing with the daughters of Israel, and they were intimate with
you through fear; but a daughter of Judah would not endure your wickedness. Now then, tell me:
Under what tree did you catch them being intimate with each other?’” He answered, ‘Under an
evergreen oak.” And Daniel said to him, ‘Very welll You also have lied against your own head, for
the angel of God is waiting with his sword to saw you in two, that he may destroy you both.’

Then all the assembly shouted loudly and blessed God, who saves those who hope in him.
And they rose against the two elders, for out of their own mouths Daniel had convicted them of
bearing false witness; and they did to them as they had wickedly planned to do to their neighbour;
acting in accordance with the law of Moses, they put them to death. Thus innocent blood was
saved that day.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 23(22):1-3a. 3b-4. 5. 6. R1

Though I should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would | fear, for you are with me.

The LorD is my shepherd,;

there is nothing | shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures

where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me;

he revives my soul.

Though | should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would | fear, for you are with me.

He guides me along the right path,

for the sake of his name.

Though I should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would | fear, for you are with me.

Your crook and your staff will give me comfort.

Though I should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would | fear, for you are with me.



You have prepared a table before me
in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oll;
my cup is overflowing.

Though | should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would | fear, for you are with me.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life.

In the LORD’s own house shall | dwell

for length of days unending.

Though | should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil would | fear, for you are with me.

Gospel Acclamation

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.

| have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, says the Lord,
but that the wicked turn from his way and live.

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.

Gospel
John 8:1-11

‘Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her.’

At that time: Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he came again to the temple.
All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them. The scribes and the Pharisees
brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst they said to him,
‘Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. Now in the Law, Moses commanded
us to stone such women. So what do you say?’ This they said to test him, that they might have
some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. And
as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, ‘Let him who is without sin among you
be the first to throw a stone at her.” And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. But
when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left
alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus stood up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, ‘Neither do |
condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.’
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Daily Readings

Tuesday 5" week in Lent
24 March 2026

First reading
Ezekiel 37:12-14

If a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

In those days: From Mount Hor the Hebrews set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go round the |
And the people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against God and against Mose
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and \
worthless food.” Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people,
people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned, for we have sg
the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses ¢
people. And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who it
he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyc
look at the bronze serpent and live.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 102(101):2-3. 16-18. 19-21. R2

Hear my prayer, O LORD,
and let my cry come to you.

Hear my prayer, O LORD,

and let my cry come to you.
Do not hide your face from me
in the day of my distress.

Turn your ear towards me;

on the day when | call,
speedily answer me.

Hear my prayer, O LORD,
and let my cry come to you.

The nations shall fear the name of the LORD,
and all the earth’s kings your glory.

When the LoRD shall build up Sion,

he will appear in all his glory.

Then he will turn to the prayers of the helpless;
he will not despise their prayers.

Hear my prayer, O LORD,
and let my cry come to you.

Let this be written for ages to come,

that a people yet unborn may praise the LORD;

The LorD looked down from his holy place on high,
looked down from heaven to the earth,

to hear the groans of the prisoners,

and free those condemned to die.

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and let my cry come to you.



Gospel Acclamation

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.
The seed is the word of God, Christ the sower;
all who find him will live for ever.

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.

Gospel
John 8:21-30

‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am he.’

At that time: Jesus said to the Pharisees, ‘1 am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die
in your sin. Where | am going, you cannot come.” So the Jews said, ‘Will he kill himself, since he
says, “Where | am going, you cannot come”?’ He said to them, “You are from below; | am from
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. | told you that you would die in your sins, for
unless you believe that | am he you will die in your sins.” So they said to him, ‘Who are you?’ Jesus
said to them, ‘Just what | have been telling you from the beginning. | have much to say about you
and much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and | declare to the world what | have heard from
him.” They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. So Jesus said
to them, ‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am he, and that | do
nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. And he who sent me is with
me. He has not left me alone, for | always do the things that are pleasing to him.” As he was saying
these things, many believed in him.
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Daily Readings

Wednesday 5" week in Lent The Annunciation of the Lord
Solemnity - 25 March 2026

First reading
Isaiah 7:10-14: 8:10c

‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive.’

In those days: The LORD spoke to Ahaz: ‘Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol
or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.” And Isaiah
said, ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call his name Emmanuel — God is with us.’

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 40(39):7-8a. 8b-9. 10. 11. R8a, 9a

Behold, | have come, Lord, to do your will.
You delight not in sacrifice and offering,

but in an open ear.

You do not ask for holocaust and sin offering.
Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come.’

Behold, | have come, Lord, to do your will.

In the scroll of the book it stands written of me:
‘| delight to do your will, O my God;
your instruction lies deep within me.’

Behold, | have come, Lord, to do your will.

Your uprightness | have proclaimed
in the great assembly.

My lips | have not sealed;

you know it, O LORD.

Behold, | have come, Lord, to do your will.

Your saving help | have not hidden in my heart;
of your faithfulness and salvation | have spoken.
| made no secret of your merciful love

and your faithfulness to the great assembly.

Behold, | have come, Lord, to do your will.

Second reading Hebrews 10:4-10

‘l have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’
Brothers and Sisters: It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not
desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken




no pleasure. Then | said, “Behold, | have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the
scroll of the book.””’

When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings
and burnt offerings and sin offerings’ (these are offered according to the Law), then he added,
‘Behold, | have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the second.
And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all.

Gospel Acclamation
John 1:14ab

Glory and praise to you, O Christ.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory.

Glory and praise to you, O Christ.

Gospel
Luke 1:26-38

‘Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son.’

At that time: The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said
to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And behold, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’

And Mary said to the angel, ‘How will this be, since | am a virgin?’ And the angel answered her,
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be called holy — the Son of God. And behold, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was
called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, ‘Behold, | am the servant of
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
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